
Special Olympics Centre County had a great 

spring season and took a delegation of 77 

athletes, coaches and volunteers to the 

2010 Summer Games.  We had 43  

athletes representing aquatics, athletics, 

bowling, golf, softball and tennis as well as 

five athletes attending as part of Team PA 

to practice bocce and tennis for their  

upcoming trip to the National Games in  

Nebraska.  Many new faces attended the 

games both as athletes, coaches and  

unified partners and four of our athletes:  

Dayna Baldwin, Jason Ertwine, Bobbie Crestani and Austin Bowen ran 

into the State College Spikes stadium as part of the opening  

ceremonies torch run.  It was hard to miss any of us in our rainbow  

tie-dyes at opening ceremonies but we made sure to be seen by our 

own Alek Masters and Emily Mowery participating in the State College Area High School 

band and dance team as we entered the stadium.  We look forward to our delegation  

continuing to grow and hope to see many of you participating in our fall and winter sports!  

Congratulations to all our athletes and coaches on a wonderful 2010 season! 
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A special thanks to Karleen Harmon and Brett Greenfield for stepping up as assistant 

coaches!  Also, a big thanks to Chris Bonzo for all that he did for our softball team! 



COACHES CORNER  
AQUATICS  

By Coach Vicki Sue Golemboski 

Another fine Centre County Aquatics season has come to a close.  We were able 

to attend two invitational swim meets (Bucknell and Shamokin), sectionals  

(St. Francis) and Summer Games.  Five athletes - our largest contingent to  

date - from our team competed at summer games.  

 

Grace Keen is no stranger to the games, but did wonderfully during her first year 

competing for aquatics. Kenny Baney attended his first ever State Summer 

games and competed like a champ. Veteran Tanya Roberts always works hard during practices and 

has competed in swimming at summer games many times. Paul Kleit was seen smiling and  

swimming at the Penn State McCoy Natatorium again this year. Alan Kunig (and coach/brother Josh 

Kunig) made his second appearance at the games for swimming - this time advancing to the full-lap 

events.  

 

We had to say thank you and farewell to two dedicated and long-time aquatics coaches - Bob Tarr 

and David Funk.  We will miss you and wish you well. We will see everyone again in January! 

 

BASKETBALL  

By Coach Barb Sweeney 

 

The basketball team had a good season this year. It was nice to have some new athletes this year 

along with all of the familiar faces. We ended the season with the tournament at St. Francis in April 

with all of the athletes playing extremely well. Our new season will start at the end of January. New 

athletes interested in basketball can contact me in January @ 272-0341 ext # 214. 

 

BOWLING  

By Coach Betty Bechtel 

It's been a busy few months for Special Olympics Bowling.  The regional tournament in  

Mechanicsburg was great fun, despite a couple of unscheduled stops to get our bus repaired. Unified 

teams and pairs scored big, with gold for Adam and Amanda Garman and Diane and Trevor Chester 

and silver for Skip and Jimmy Pennabaker and Laura and Kara Rohan. Doubles Jessyca Hogan and 

Lena Purdum and Cajee Bechtel and Manny Hernandez plus unified doubles Emily Mowrey and 

Kendall Roth also moved on to Summer Games. Our traditional men's team (Dan Grossman,      

Steve McKinley, Dave Thompson, and Adam Young) put on a great effort, but lost out to rival  

foursomes. 

 



Our Summer Games roster suffered an unexpected shift when 

Adam Garman became ill. Emily and Kendall stepped into the  

unified team anchored by Diane and Trevor Chester. The team took 

home gold.  Skip, Jimmy, Kara and Laura had a blast and won  

silver. Cajee (Hot Rod) and Manny bowled well against Team PA, 

winning silver. But the biggest grins came from gold medal winners 

Jessyca Hogan and Lena Purdum. 
 

Bowling is one of the most popular sports in Special Olympics. It is 

open to athletes of all abilities, from those who use a ramp or lanes with bumpers to experienced  

bowlers who may turn in scores over 200. 

 

The 2010-2011 schedule includes a sign-up/information session in the fall, a couple of practices and 

the Bowl-a-thon in November 2010, and 13 to 15 weeks of practice from January through the regional  

qualifying tournament at the end of March. Practices are generally held on Sundays from 3-5 p.m. at 

Northland Bowl. 

 

Parents, siblings, and friends can become part of the coaching staff or join unified teams (pairing  

athletes with family members and other volunteers) and may also have opportunities to take part in  

tournaments. More information about sign-up, Bowl-a-thon, and fall and winter practices will be  

available on the Web and through mailings once the season is finalized. 

 

 

GOLF  

By Coach Don Chester 

We had an awesome golf season this year.  We had our first practice on April 6th 

with Professional Golf Management Students playing with the athletes and  

having contests such as closest to the pin, longest drive and hole in one.   

Everyone had a great time and we finished the evening with a picnic together. 

 

We had 11 golfers this year which included 3 new golfers: Mike Olney, Jeff Peters 

and Ryan Tkach.  This year we were fortunate to have 5 people become certified 

golf coaches: Bob S, Terri,  Allison, and TJ and Kathie Mayo. I would like to thank 

Joe Hughes and the Penn State Golf Courses for allowing us to practice there and my dedicated  

assistants Emily Mowery and Bob Tarr and coaches. 

 

This year we had one golfer go to Summer Games.  Although the weather was a little warm Greg Focht 

did a fantastic job and got the gold medal.  In doing so, he was eligible for the drawing to go to World 

Games, and wouldnõt you know it he got picked. So Greg will be going to World Games in Athens 

Greece, 2011.  Congratulations Greg! Have a great Summer.  

A WARM WELCOME TO STEVE LARSON, OUR NEW  

HEAD BOWLING COACH!  



TENNIS  

By Coach Mike Wolff 

 

Wow, we sure did have a great time at the Summer Games this year! We had new faces, familiar faces, 

and made lots of new friends.  We were so excited to have Dan Grossman and Rachel Wolf join the 

tennis program this year, and they sure did make an impact.  Dan was very successful in his individual 

tennis competition and mixed doubles matches (with Leslie McKinley), and Rachel mopped up the 

court with her awesome individual skill talents.  Additionally,  

Margaret Vance and Sarah Koston participated (and dominated) in 

both singles and doubles competition.   

 

We were also lucky to have Matt Prosek present as a National 

Team member.  While we are very proud of him and wish him well 

during his National Games competition, we prefer to have him join 

us in a  

Centre County uniform.  The weather was absolutely perfect, many 

friends were made, and it looked like there were more tennis athletes from the state than we ever had 

before!  Go Centre County Tennis!  And Go PA Tennis with Matt and Krista! 

 

Look for information coming soon about the Fall Tennis Clinic with the Penn State Menõs Tennis Team. 

 

VOLLEYBALL  

By Coach Becky Fischer 

 

Itõs volleyball time again! If you are interested in playing volleyball this season, please give Coach 

Becky a call at 814-206-8994 before August 15th to receive your information. Volleyball 

practice will begin on Sunday, August 15th from 4 to 6 pm at the Mount Nittany Methodist Church in 

Lemont.  Please call Coach Becky if you will be attending so she can be sure to have a copy of your 

medical at practice. 

 

BOCCE  

By Coach Don Chester 

 

This year we will be starting bocce practice the week of August 23rd from 5:30-7:00 PM.  We are still 

trying to finalize the schedule location and day of week.  It will either be a Tuesday or Wednesday.   

Anyone interested in joining bocce  please call us at 861-3023 to check on the schedule.  Also if you 

are joining us for the first time please call me by August 16th so I can get a copy of your medical.  

Thanks, Coach Don 861-3023 

 

 



ATHETICS  

By Coaches Rob and Stephanie Masters 

What do you get when you mix 14 Athletes ranging from age 10-50, 6 Coaches, 9 events, 20 new 

uniforms, hundreds of volunteers and officials, one new born baby, a  fast all weather track, 2 nights 

in the dorms, and 3 days of sunny competition? A phenomenal 2010 Special Olympics PA Summer 

Games experience in Athletics. This years Centre County Athletics All-Stars were Alek Masters, Curtis 

Clouser, Ryan Tkach, Jeff Kersavage, Aurielle Chaplin, Sarah Pelchar, Dayna Baldwin, Adam Garis, 

Matt Campbell, Dani LaMar, John Hardy, Claire Weaver, Joey Schafer, and Chris Wolf. The 6 coaches, 

Rob Masters, Kim Gasper, Butch Clouser, Tom Tkach, Cindy Wolf and Stephanie Masters, along with 

the help of many dedicated delegation volunteers, worked hard to prepare the All-Stars to compete in 

many track and field events including: 50m run, 100m run, 200m run, 4x100m relay, Softball Throw, 

Turbo Jav, Shot Put, Standing Long Jump and Running Long Jump.  

 

Every athlete took home medals and ribbons but more importantly a sense of pride for how  

wonderfully they had competed. As the Center County Athletics All-Stars competed there were a  

multitude of parents, siblings, grandparents and friends that came out to cheer them on.  

 

On top of their outstanding athletic performance, the athletes fully embraced the social aspects of 

the games as well. The camaraderie going to and from competition and in the dorms was also  

evident at the Sportõs Fest and the Dance, where they got to interact with the other Centre County 

athletes and all of their friends from other counties across the state.  

 

To sum up a great 2010 Summer games experience it is safe to say that sportsmanship, athleticism, 

friendship and pride were shining in the eyes of all of the Center County Athletics All-Stars at this 

yearõs summer games. 


