
The 2011 Special Olympics Summer Games took place from June 9-11 

on the campus of Penn State. Each year, the Summer Games bring     

together over 2,000 athletes and 750 coaches from across the 

state. Summer Games features three days of intense competition in 

aquatics, athletics, basketball, bowling, equestrian, golf, gymnastics,    

softball and tennis. 

Centre County had a total of 61 athletes and 27 coaches participating in 

this yearõs summer games, which was the largest delegation in history 

for the county! It was the first summer games for 14 athletes. The      

athletes of Centre County competed in six different sports: athletics, aquatics, basketball, bowling,       

softball, and tennis. 

A spectacular time was had by all, beginning with the Opening Ceremonies at Medlar Field at Lubrano 

Park. All of the athletes and coaches proudly marched into the stadium to kick off the summer games.  

The following days of competition were filled with hard work, competition, laughter, and friendship. 

Whether it was their first medal, or their 100th, every athlete was bursting with pride. As one athlete 

stated, òIõve never had so much fun in my lifeó.  
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COACHES CORNER   

NOTE TO ATHLETES AND PARENTS: 

Remember to register with the coach before the training sessions begin! You can do this by calling 

and letting the coach know you want to participate. That way the coach can have your medical on 

hand and you will be able to train without any delays! You can also call the SOCC voicemail at  

814-238-3883  and a member of the management team will call you back and help you out! 

 

BOCCE  

By Coach Don Chester 
 

We are hoping to start bocce late in August, but at this time there are not definite times or locations. As soon 

as the details are determined, Coach Don will call everyone that has participated in the past.  If you have not 

participated in Bocce in the past, but are interested, please contact Don Chester at 814-861-3020. 

 

GOLF  

By Coach Don Chester 

 

As everyone in Centre county knows, we had plenty of rain this spring, so our golf practices were few and far 

between. The hope is to contact the athletes and have practices when Coach Don is able to fit them in the 

schedule. The first time we were able to try to get a practice in, we got chased by the weather at least once but 

still had a good time with the PGM and kinesiology students. We had an average of eleven golfers, with Bruce 

Smith joining us this year. We always have fun in our special practice area with coach challenges and skill 

drills.  As always, we want to say thanks to Joe Hughes and the Penn State Golf Courses and our coaches    

Allison Mowery, Bob Segal, and Terri Henry. Any questions, contact Don Chester at 814-861-3020. 

 

AQUATICS  

By Coach Vicki Sue Golemboski 

 

We had a shorter than usual season, but it was packed with big things.  First, our team is big; we have 19 

regularly active swimmers!  We also attended FOUR swim meets (three in four weeks - yikes) with each athlete 

attending at least two.  Notable 2011 accomplishments in the pool: 

 

Kenny Baney - Attended 3 swim meets and did fantastic in every one 

Jamie Bérubé - Worked on his breaststroke and a little butterfly 

Trevor Chester - Learned breaststroke for the first time this year 

Curtis Clouser - Advanced to the lap events with good freestyle and backstroke 

Jason Ertwine - Learned breaststroke and an all around helpful guy 

John Ferguson - Always happy to be at practice, one of our hardest workers 

Ashley Harter - New this year, all smiles and ready to learn 

Grace Keen - Grace is like the Energizer Bunny, she keeps going and going and going... 

Paul Kleit - Learning breaststroke, always enthusiastic in the pool 

Alan Kunig - Swam a 100 meter freestyle after deciding that backstroke wasn't for him 

Reuben Lucas - Always willing to help the other swimmers 

Chris Marshall - On the injured list, but still came to practices for support 



Doyin Olorunnisola - Her first year and loves the water 

Kristin Pratt - A veteran swimmer who is a joy to coach  

Nolan Riddle - His first year and seems to have gotten used to it all 

Tanya Roberts - Learned and perfected her breaststroke 

Kara Rohan - Every year she gets better and always full of smiles during practice 

Emily Thom - Back for her first full season got a lot of coaching and a lot more confidence. 

Zack Williams - His first year attending PA Summer Games 

 

Kristin Pratt and Zack Williams represented Centre County during the 2011 PA Summer Games and did   

swimmingly! 

 

We lost two fantastic coaches due to graduation - Ilana Zeises and Meghan Yamasaki. We wish them all the 

best. They will be missed. 

 

Until next January - keep swimming! 

 

BASKETBALL  
By Coach Brett Greenfield 

 
The 2011 basketball season was definitely exciting!  This marked the first year Centre County participated in 3 

vs. 3 competition, with two teams participating at various regional competitions. While there was a bit of a 

learning curve with the new rules initially, both teams played extremely well in competition. Both teams took 

home some medals and we even had a last second victory on a three point shot! 

  

In addition to the 3 vs. 3 competition, David Bevilacqua participated in the Skills competition. In his very first 

competition, he won a gold medal and qualified for the Summer Games. Great job, David! 

  

Lastly, we were fortunate to have several new athletes and volunteers join the team this year. They were a  

welcome addition and we're looking forward to seeing them going forward!  

 

 

TENNIS  
By Coach Michael Wolff 

 

Special Olympics Centre County Tennis worked hard to rev up for the summer games, and we had a great 

practice season! We began our training season in March with a tennis clinic from the PSU Womenõs Team. It 

was great fun. Since then, we have had our weekly Saturday practices, and had some additional trainings for 

folks heading to summer games. The athletes who represented Centre County in the Summer Games in tennis 

were: Sarah Koston, Margaret Vance, Rachel Wolf, Matt Prosek, Steve McKinley, and Leslie McKinley.  

 

 

VOLLEYBALL  
By Coach Becky Fisher and Shannon Palma 

 

Hello volleyball players! Welcome back for another year. This year our practice schedule is a little crazy due to 

coach travel plans and the YMCA schedule. So we are going to start early this year and we apologize if this  

inconveniences anyone on the softball team. 

 

(continued on next page) 



(Volleyball, continued) 

 

Please be sure to come to practice in July, because we will be doing skill assessments during these practices. If 

you have a schedule conflict (including a softball tournament) please call Becky or Shannon. 

 

We hope to see you at our first practice. We want to have a team meeting and talk about how we can make this 

a great season. It is exciting that we have such a large group of athletes and are able to have two competition 

teams! If you would like to play volleyball with us, please call Becky or Shannon by July 12th and be sure you 

have a current medical.  

 

Coaches contact information:  

Becky ñ 814-206-8994 

Shannon ñ 814-237-1486 

Practice Dates and Competitions 

(All practices are from 3:50ñ5:15 p.m. at the State College YMCA, unless otherwise noted) 

*Please do not arrive before 3:45 pm, there is another group in the gym before our practice. 

*The YMCA closes at 5:30 pm, so please have your ride arrive by 5:25 pm. 

 

July 24       September 18 

July 31       September 25 

** No practice again until August 21 **  October 2    

August 21      October 9, Fall Central Sectionals @ Juniata College 

August 28       October 16       

** No practice on Labor Day Weekend **  October 23 

September 11      ** No practice on October 30 **  

       November 4-6, Fall Fest at VillanovañTBA 

 

BOWLING  
By Coach Betty Bechtel 
 

Centre Countyõs Summer Games qualifying teams took home the goldñbig time! Our unified team (Adam and 

Amanda Garman and Diane and Trevor Chester), unified double (Skip and Jimmy Pennabaker), and menõs team 

(Todd Reed, Dan Garman, Adam Young, and Aaron Rohrbach) reeled in the strikes and spares to capture gold 

medals all around. 

 

Special noticeñ Bowl-a-Thon has been set for Sunday, November 20, 2011.  SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Fall bowling practice will start two or three weeks before the Bowl-a-Thon, so look for exact dates and times in 

the fall newsletter. 

 

Big thanks go to Kim and her staff at Northland Bowl.  Remember to say òthank youó when you see her. 

 

SOCCER 
By Coach Eric Ulsh 
 

Get pumped, because Centre County Soccer will be starting this July!  We will have a fun, informational  

meeting/workshop on July 17th at 2 pm at the field across the street from Rec Hall on Atherton (parking  

available at the IST bridge, call for directions). We will discuss the upcoming season, get to know each other, 

and play some fun warm up games!   

 

Official practices will start at the end of July. We hope to have the time and field for the practices finalized very 

soon. Anyone interested in playing or volunteering should call Eric Ulsh, at (814) 852-9240 or by email at 

eric_ulsh@yahoo.com . Or just come to the workshop, so you can be put on the soccer contact list! 

mailto:eric_ulsh@yahoo.com


 

ATHLETICS  
By Coach Rob Masters 

 

Indoor Track practice started January 17, 2011, at the PSU Indoor Sports Complex. Practice continued on 

Monday and Wednesday evenings (6:30-7:45) through the Geri Ryan Meet, which took place Thursday, April 

14. At the Geri Ryan Meet, Team Centre County was represented by Matt Campbell, John Ferguson, Jason  

Graham, Todd Hoffman, Jeff Kersavage, Peter Mason, Sarah Pelchar, Lena Purdum, Erica Wells, John Hardy, 

Nolan Riddle, and Dayna Baldwin. ôHonoraryõ Team Centre County Athletes that practiced with Team Centre 

County but represented the Centre County schools at the Geri Ryan Meet, included Jamie Berube, Gabe Billy, 

Aurielle Chaplin, Curtis Clouser, Jesse Conklin, Riley Greenland, Rebecca Kreuter, Danielle LaMar, Alek      

Masters, Tanya Roberts, Joey Schafer, Patrick Schrock, Ryan Tkach, Claire Weaver, Zack Williams, Chris Wolf, 

and Rachel Wolf. In addition, at the Geri Ryan Meet, Sarah Pelchar led the Special Olympics Oath and John 

Hardy carried the torch. 

 

Outdoor Track Practice began Monday, April 18, 2011 at the PSU Outdoor Track. Practice continued on  

Monday and Wednesday evenings (6:30-7:45) through June 6, which was the last practice before the Special  

Olympic PA State Games. In May, Team Centre County Athletics participated in the Area M Invitational Track 

Meet, just outside Harrisburg, PA. Team Centre County Athletics was represented by Dayna Baldwin, Matt 

Campbell, Curtis Clouser, John Ferguson, John Hardy, Todd Hoffman, Jeff Kersavage, Becky Kreuter, Alek  

Masters, Sarah Pelchar, Lena Purdum, Ryan Tkach, Erica Wells, Zack Williams, Chris Wolf, and Rachel Wolf. 

This was the teamõs first time participating in the Area M Invitational, and despite the downpour shortening the 

meet, all are looking forward to the event next year. 

 

Team Centre County Athletics is very excited to have sent twenty athletes to the Special Olympics PA Summer 

Games! Athletes who represented Team Centre County Athletics at the games included Dayna Baldwin, Matt 

Campbell, Aurielle Chaplin, Curtis Clouser, John Ferguson, Jason Graham, John Hardy, Todd Hoffman, Jeff   

Kersavage, Becky Kreuter, Danielle LaMar, Alek Masters, Sarah Pelchar, Lena Purdum, Tanya Roberts, Joey 

Schafer, Ryan Tkach, Claire Weaver, Erica Wells, and Chris Wolf. All the athletes had a great time during    

competition and during all the extra events associated with the summer games. 

 

As participation in the Summer games brings the 2011 Athletics season to a close, Team Centre county would 

like to thank PSU for allowing us to use their facilities, would like to thank the Day/Practice volunteers (Caleb 

Eyster, Sarah Eyster, Sarah Masters, Manouska Jeantus, Brooke Steffy, Shira Friedman, Evonna Crudup, 

Chase Davis, Brent Fuller, Chris Masters, Tenesha Swift, Lauren Connell) for their continued support, and 

would like to thank the coaches (Kim Gasper, Rob Masters, Butch Clouser, Tom Tkach, Art Weisbrode,  

Stephanie Masters, and Cindy Wolf) for their enthusiasm. 

 

Just a final reminder é.Indoor Track will start again in January 2012.  

Becky Kreuter and Mike Weaver representing Team Centre County  

Athletics in the opening Ceremonies of the Area M Invitational. 



PICTURES FROM SUMMER GAMES!  



On May 20, at the Summer Games Kickoff Party, the annual òAthlete of the Yearó award 

was presented to Austin Bowen.  

 

Austin is an athlete who really works hard and listens to the coaches. He is very  

coachable and competes with a spirit of fun and flair. His smile and laughter are  

contagious and he gets along with everyone. At practice, Austin always offers to get the 

equipment in the beginning, and stays to help put things away at the end.   

 

Austin was also chosen because he has matured a great deal, and has flourished in the 

program. Over the past few years, he has developed into quite an athlete and a fine  

young person. Congratulations Austin! 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  

AUSTIN BOWEN ĕ CENTRE COUNTY ATHLETE 

OF THE YEAR!  

THE SHIRT SAYS IT ALL!  

2011 GERI RYAN TRACK MEET  

On April 14th, 2011 over 120 athletes ascended on the PSU MultiðSport Complex. They came with banners, 

coaches, volunteers and cheering sections, but most of all, they came with the òspirit of competitionó. For 

many, the Geri Ryan track meet is the only sporting event of the year.  Athletes from Bald Eagle, Bellefonte, 

Penns Valley and State College School districts in Centre County compete in the one day event.   

 

Sue Paterno was on hand to deliver the opening ceremonies speech, along with many Penn State Football  

players: Andrew Dailey #13, Drew Astorino #28, Joe Suhey #37, Patrick Flanagan #15, Dakota Royer #32,  

Alex Butterworth #45, P.J Byers #45, J.R. Refice #41, Eric Shrive  #75, Michael Mauti #42, and Chima Okoli  

#52. 

 

Brooke Fisher sang the Star Spangled Banner and 5 athletes from all counties carried the torch.  A great time 

was had by all. Athletes took home many medals, and volunteers and coaches took home the greatest medal 

of all òmemories for the heartó!  A special thank you to all the coaches, school volunteers and parents for    

supporting so many great athletes. Community volunteers  such as Giant, Eatõn Park, Kiwanis, and the PSU 

staff were all on hand to help where ever needed.  We look forward to seeing you next year on April 19th, 2012! 

Team Centre County at the Geri Ryan Track Meet. 

By Bella Bregar 



NOTE FROM THE MANAGER  

(Well, past Manager)  
Special Olympics Centre County Friends and Family: 

 

It is with a heavy heart and great anticipation that I inform you as of May 1, 2011, I have stepped down as 

Manager of SOCC. Thatõs good news for all as the program is in a great set of new hands ð Bella Bregar.  

 

Many of you already know Bella Bregar. Bella and Mark live in Centre County and Bella has been employed 

with State College School District for more than 35 years. She has become the òmotheró of the annual and 

extremely successful Geri Ryan Track event. Bella has served the program for many years now, as Ski Coach 

and Outreach Manager.   

 

Kathie and I feel so privileged to have been part of the great SOCC team and we look forward to spending 

even more time with the athletes.   

 

Thanks to all for everything you do! 

 

- T.J. Mayo 

5 QUESTIONS WITH NEW MANAGER, BELLA BREGAR  

1. How long have you been involved with Special Olympics Centre County? Matthew Prosek convinced me to 

become involved in 1990 when I was his Junior High Teacher. 

  

2. Why did you decide to become involved?  It sounded like a great organization. I loved to ski and Matt  

convinced me to come out and help out with skiing.  It was one of those things where you might have been tired 

when you went, but by the time the night had ended, you had been laughing so much and having such a good 

time, that it was the best stress relief around! 
 

3. What is the most memorable moment you have had so far in working with SOCC?  There are so many!   

Matthew Prosek always comes to mind. There was the time we were at Winter Games and his buddy put his 

shoes in a locker. The buddy left and didn't give Matthew his shoes! Needless to say, we checked many  

lockers but never found them. Kind of like the game show, Deal or no Deal! We never got the right suitcase, or 

locker in this case. Another time, Matthew went to Ron Kresge's on Monday afternoon, so the two of them could 

come skiing. It was during the time when there had been many bank robberies in State College, and the  

description was òa man in a ski maskó. Well, sure enough, Cathy and Bob taught Matthew to be prepared, and 

be ready for skiing. It was close to 60 degrees out that day however, and Matthew left his job in full ski garb,  

including the ski mask! Of course, his route took him by several banks on College Ave. He was stopped by a  

police man, who asked him his name and where he lived. Mattõs response was, òmy name is Matthew Prosek 

and I live with Andy!ó    

 

4. Outside of competitions, what is your favorite event during the year? The kick off party for summer games is 

always fun. I love making name tags. I also really enjoy getting things ready for the Geri Ryan Track Meet, and  

making buttons!  Julie Ranney and I love to make buttons with kids names on them.    
 

5. What are you looking forward to most in your new role as Manager?  Getting to know more athletes. I am 

planning on visiting all venues and connecting more with the athletes and the coaches. I would like to help out 

more with some social activities. TJ has been an awesome manager and I have learned a lot from him. The 

management team has been so solid. We have had incredible people working with the county for so long. I am 

looking forward to everything and am honored to be able to work with such great dedicated people. 

  



PENN STATE WOMENėS TENNIS CLINIC 

CENTRAL FALL SECTIONAL AT ST. FRANCIS  

GOOD LUCK IN ATHENS, GREG FOCHT!  

Greg Focht will be heading to Athens, Greece at the end of June to compete in Golf at the Special Olympics 

World Summer Games. Greg has been training very hard for many months.  

 

Thanks to East Coast Fitness, Greg has been able to have access to all of their equipment, and has been 

working out 4-5 days a week! Of course, everyone there loves him! 

 

Recently, Greg was honored by the Ferguson Township Board of Supervisors for his upcoming participation.  

 

The fall newsletter will have an article about Gregõs experiences in Athens, but in the meantime, be sure to 

think about him while he is in Greece!  

 

Best of luck Greg! 


